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Before you start

1. What do you think living in Spain is like?

2. In the story, Melanie’s father leaves his family and moves to
Madrid. Would you move to a different country?

3. Here are some reasons people decide 1o leave their home
move abroad.
You can add more of your own. Which ones
most important for vou?

the story and find out what motivated Melanie's father
move abroad. Do you think he made a good decision?



“A funny thing happened & e bas  this morning,” said
Mr Jarvis at dinner on Wednes *evening.

“Oh#” said his wir (1 lan, his nineteen-vear-old son, did
not look up from hisek’ Only fifteen-year-old Melanie asked
eagerly, “What, Das . e atways enjoyed her father’s stories, and
funny things leme )7 uj sen at his bank every day.

He smiled a2 fic “We' U lower,” he said, “Jack Bobsworth — you
know, he ow'  that thg greengrocer’s shop in the High Street -
came in to get b 'pounds. Dennis Baker, who waorks next to me,
took ti heque, murmured something and went off. He came
baci Sith & %eputy manager.”

sl &5 one 5 slpected 1o 6o Floswerr 3 spicia name Me lares uses Tor his
daus e Melane - 25 dheque In the past, every bank customer had 3 cheaue book. You
filed 08 cheque to take money Brom the bank, In many countres, cheques no anger
gxml — 10 geputy s who 5 in cange when the person normally responsibie & out of the
office
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“*Well, - er - said the deputy manager in an embarrassed way,
‘this is a rather difficalt case - I

‘Wotcha mean?’ demanded Bobsworth. (He's a real Cockne
a rough diamond, you know!) "Wor's difficult abaht it? [ just

fifty quid!®
*Yes, | know, said the deputy, 'but I'm afraid I can't le @e

any money at the moment!”
"Wot?!' roared Bobsworth, 'That's a fine way to t:o.
customer! 1 demand to see the manager!’
Then at last Big Boss Potter appeared, looki=—
uncomfortable.

‘Ah = Mr Bobsworth = " he stammere
it briefly - your account has been closed
‘Closed?!” exclaimed Bobsworth. "W
‘Well - ah — you see, officially you'
‘DEADR!

. “otand

of my customers have died.

Your name was there I, o [ immediately closed your
account. I'm sorry if " been a mistake ="'
‘1K1 explodec “There’s no if abaht it! That was my

uncle’s obituary i per!™
Melanie laug o what happened? | suppose Mr Potter
“It was hat!” chuckled her father. “We live in a

s, my dear! The computers had been told that
- s dead, and they had closed his account! Now it
y dnsed until we can persuade the computers that he's

Wygsrassed notat ease; uncomiortable - 1 Wotdha mean? What do you mean? -
{ Cotiney aregional UK accént v-m'h arginaly comes from East London - 4 reugh
'm«ﬂshwhnmgmd bt lacks good manners - 5 quid sang: pouna serling
WA cumrency) - 17 ta put it bﬂtﬂylosaf ILin & short way = 18 obituary notice in a
newspaper, sayng that sb has dies and gheng some infarmation about their Ife - 26 o
chuckle tolaugh quiety - 29 to persuade sh o comdnce sh; o make sh believe sin

—
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“Poor Mr Potter!” said Mrs Jarvis. “How embarrassing — "

“Servies him right — the conceited ass! He saw me laughing, a
gave me a dirty look!™

“Was that wise, dear? Mr Potter's been very kind to you!”

Her husband shrugged his shoulders. “Will you excuse m
please? I've promised to play at the Boathouse Club this ev,
Their guitarist has fallen ill, and they've asked me to take

place for a few nights”

He left the table and went out into the hail. son
looked at each other.

“He oughtn't to laugh at Mr Porter!” said Mrs rriedly.

“If it weren't for him, he wouldn't have this j i
lan nodded.” He shouldn't talk about busi her, and

mention customers’ names like that!” he ==
“Oh, you're always criticising Dad!” ex.

only tells us” u :
“That doesn’t matter! He shouldn’t €. . te
Melanie sighed. lan was pro right. Hehad gone into

banking when he left school ago, and was now a

cashier like his father. The' 71 as that lan would almost
certainly stay in banking *, and might one day become a
manager himself; ad only worked at the bank fora
year, anyway, and ably not stay there long. Dad never
stayed h:-ngmmy might give up banking any day to
become a mu’ Gan, ce, or a photographer, or an artist!
She was jus ‘w very lucky it was that Dad and lan
did not worl! e bank, when Dad put his head round the

Thmeorftmrofth:bnysarchnmgabnm
S Eshmg.andt]:ey ve invited me.”

d him right He's got what be desenes - 2 conosl ted 100 proud of yourself,
vain = 2 ass (wulg) bt - 20 cashier showho warks in takes and pays out money usually in
a bank - 29 Cheeriol Goodbye!
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“But Daddy!” protested Melanie. “What about Hampton
Court? Ever since we did Henry the Eighth at school you've Haen
promising to take me there, and you still haven’t done it! You'r
never al home at the weekend lately!”

“I'm sorry, Flower!” exclaimed her father.“I completely ™ i
about Hampton Court! But never mind — we'll go next v ¢ e !
Don't sulk now — there’s a good girl! Next weekend — | _':'p'lii‘r'ﬁell“

)

Why could Mr Bobsworth
not draw any money from
his bank account?

Vhat mistake had
/ F‘ Potter made?

Wlﬂl'w*“i aﬂ,rn:pas'*

1.--..___ S— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

= A W - - =

. H-..~ ="cr we know that Melanie and her father had
+ a close relationship? Who do you have the closest '
'_ relationship with in your family? ;

710 4ulk to be slent when you ae upsel o angry
—
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Melanie’s schoal put on a plavevery year, and this time she had a

part in it. Only a small part, but she looked forward eagerly * the

rehearsals, The next day there was to be a rehearsal after schoe®
but when Melanie went to the hall, she found the cast and the
two drama teachers standing clumly around, doing nothis

“It’s that Findley boy!" explained her friend Jane. "He" 24
come!” \ :

Michael Findley, the boy who had been given the =% role,
had missed the last rehearsal, and now he had m" =d this one.
Melanie’s heart sank. It was because of Michae' "inC - that she
enjoyed the rehearsals so much!

"He's not ill, you know!” said a boy bitt "Iy, .w him
vesterday night in town! He's just skiving

“I'm really disappointed in Findley™ d o (e of the drama
teachers. “We didn't force him to tak +" e+ irt —in fact, | warned
him it would be hard work! But ! seeticd keen! Now he's It s
all down again!™

“Can’t Chris Tankerton ploy the part?” someone asked. "He's
not so good as Findley, but Ut bad!”

The teacher nodded. Il spe .« to Chris tomorrow;” he said.
“Anyway, we can't rebeirsc - pout our leading man, so we may
as well go home. '

“I can't bear th=t + Aley!” muttered Jane, as they went to the
cloakroom to oo 2ir coats. “He's so conceited! | suppose he
thinks he 'mai ¢ s st because his father is a famous actor!”

Melanieda: sot 8 dwer. She wanted to say that Jane was being
unfair; s2 was sure Michael was not like that at all! But of course
ske did not. . dly she put on her coat, picked up her satchel and
set “for home.

to pul on (& play) © produce - 3 rehearsal practice before a pedormance - 4 cast
dpanrs = 5 oghumly depressed - 12 10 skive 10 miss school without permsson = 16 1o het

sb down to disappoint sb - 1 1o rehearse 1o practise, repeat a play - 24 doakroom
room in 4 place such as a theatme where coats and hats are kept
T
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