ROMANIAN STAR & SKY LORE

CHAPTER ONE:
CONSTELLATIONS

I: Ursa Major and II: Ursa Minor

Usually, these are called Carul Mare (the Great
Chariot) and Carul Mic (the Little Chariot). The four
stars which form the trapeziums in each [a, B, v, &
Ursa Majoris and B, v, n, £ Ursa Minoris| are called
Roatele Carului (the Chariot Wheels), and the
remaining three [e, £, n Ursee Majoris and a, 5, &
Ursae Minoris| are Profapul (the Shaft), or Tanjala
Carului (the Slow Chariot Shaft), or Oistea (the
Axle). In other instances, they are called Ursul Mare
(the Great Bear) and Ursul Mic (the Little Bear) [16],

the trapeziums being Trupul Ursului (the Bear’s
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Body), and the three separate stars Coada Ursului
(the Bear's Tail). The Little Chariot is also called
Plugusorul (the Tiny Plough) [14] or Grapa (the
Harrow) [38].
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The peasants have grasped the important idea that
the two Chariots are always to the North, and some
of them use these as a direction guide at night [4].

Polaris [a Urse Minoris| is sometimes called
Impdratul (the Emperor) [32], and at other times
Candela Cerului (the Sky's Votive Light) [16],
because it is a comparatively immobile star with little
diurnal movement, and it is the most luminous star
in that part of the sky.

Polaris is also sometimes called Stalpul (the Pillar)
[12, 40] or Steajarul de la Arie (the Stake of a Horse-
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