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Before you start

1. What do you already know about Sir Francis Drake? Arran
yourideas in a mind map. You can add more information

you learn more about him from the story. @

2. You will read these words very often in the story. Match the
words with their meaning. Use a dictionary if you need to. :

1. fleet O 8. seafarer a

2. toinvade O 9. toattack a

3. hatbow [ 10. damaged EQ
4, cannon O 11. victory

5. gunpowder [ 12 royal

6. pirate 1 13, galleon

7. toplunder [

lihﬂrixb
mmmufwinﬁngngainstmmmihpﬁﬁm.
b. Where the sky touches the sea.

€ A group of ships. Q

d. To use violence against other

e Broken. Fm&

f. An explosive substance.
g A place where ships load an/ |
h. A large sailing ship usee’ i th

i. A person who travels bv'oi nds a boat.

Jo A very large gun.fmu ) n whe

k. The official home o g 01

L. To steal someth aally during war.
m.Toenma.'at b

n. Someone wi and steals from them.
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The characters

Although Sir Francis Drake enjoys legendary status in Brit:
today, he is a real historical figure. The fleet sent by King Phi
of Spain to invade England in 1588, known as The Spani
Armada, is also fact, not fiction. Here is a shortintrod

the most important people involved in this dramatic ¢
European history:

Queen Elizabeth T was Queen of
and Ireland from 1558 until

i the 16th century, To the her death in 1603, Thiswas 2 time

he was a hero, To the Spanish of economic and cultural growth in
oo more thana pirate. He England,aleo known as The Golden
Age. Flizabeth never married or had

relating to music, art, literature ete. | growth the process of gowing | policy
gaverrment strateqy (on health, finance etc ) | spy & who secrtly gathers infeematon
about @ sl

W
6 = Thecharacters

Philip 11 of Spain was king of Europe’s
miest powerful country from 1556 1o
1598, He ruled over one of the woeld's
luigest empares, with colouies all over
the world.

\ Bl 311 1577, T was Si Francis Drake's lagihip i the bande
the . Revenge wasa relatively small galleon, which made it very fast. li
20 heavy cannons. The ship was captured by the Spanish m 1591

o to be in contmol of | empine 8 group of countres thit & ruled by one person
o govirnment | colomy a country that 5 ruled by another mose powerful country |
to sink sth (sank. sunkl 10 make sth go down under the water

B
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The sun is going down over the dark f dtei."Cthe Atlantic. From the

deck of his ship, Sir Francis Drake loo. o the green shores of Spain in

the distance. In the port of Cadiz people are lighting candles in their

homes, getting ready for the r b

“We wait for darkness,” '+ e tells” s second -in-command, William

Burrows,

Flags are waved fr ot O =k of Drake’s galleon, sending signals to the

other ships. Red, bluc d wiiite flags. Four galleoris and twenty other

ships, smallerin o are vaiting on the water,

Darkness Slls. i at up their sails. The wind is perfect. Slowly

the English.fic. =aisint the enemy's harbour.

“Wait for. v conichand before firing,” Drake tells his officers.

On the gun &, the sailors have their cannons ready.

Lri 2 brings his fleet into the harbour. When he sees the Spanish boats,
Tive command to turn his galleon so that the cannons can be

fired e the side.

to sall 1o be controled by wind | to fire 1o shoot & gun or cannon | deck one of the
fiooes on a ship

8 = Episode one

The Spanish see the English ships. Drakes 0 BOne Spanish sailors
shouting in Spanish. Alarm bells ring. But. wfoo late. Drake’s
magnificent galleon has already turped. Its cannons are aimed at the
Spanish ships.
“Fire!” Drake commands.
A huge explosion rings out of (e 3! on’s belly. Smoke rises into the
night air. The cannon (3l 00" 2a the Spanish ships. Masts fall. Men
scream. Shouting. Chacs.. ske's'men fire again, and again, and again.
The Spanish hardly b ‘me w load their cannons,
“We will teachghese b tholics a lesson!™ Drake tells his officers.
“No Spaniard wili' =rinisd England. Not with these ships!”
Fighting goes = all i it and the next day. Some English ships drop
anchor in the pois “nglish soldiers go into the dty, killing and
plunac e
Dria slesti une Spanish ship after another. His officers count more
than thii' ==ats,

T sws that his queen will be pleased with him.

magh tent very beautful | mast a tll pole on a shp 1
anchor a hsavy, meEts obeect thst & dropped 0o wealer |
to destroy 1o break sth & cannat be fepased

Jpports the sals |
# boat from mosing |

Episode one = 9



